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A Study of College Students’ Cross-ethnic Friendship in Western Countries
and the Implications for Ethnic Education in China

LIU Feng' ZUO Bin’
(1 School of Education Science Weinan Normal College Weinan Shaanxi 714000; 2 School of Psychology Key Laboratory
of Adolescent Cyberpsychology and Behavior Ministry of Education Central China Normal University Wuhan Hubei 430079)

Abstract College students’ cross-ethnic friendship refers to a close social relationship among
different ethnic students established through communications of thought and feeling or behavior interactions on
campus. Under the guidance of the contact hypothesis there have been a lot of researches on this topic in
Western countries. This article makes an overall review of this field including the type of cross group
friendship the mechanism of establishing and improving ethnic attitudes the influencing factors and student
outcomes. It also puts forward suggestions for future study and provides references for the studies on ethnic
psychology and ethnic education in China.
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