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On the path and enlightenment of the construction of
" Newly Formed' World-Class Universities (NFWCUs) .

a case study of two universities in Singapore

XUE Shan, L1U Zhimin

(College of Public Administration, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: National University of Singapore and Nanyang Technological University are typical repre-
sentatives of " Newly Formed'" World-Class Universities (NFWCUs). Their construction paths are
clear and traceable: they have distinctive educational philosophy, and are active in integrating their de-
velopment with national strategies; they actively strive for the support of national funds, and serve the
country's economic development in return; they keep innovating management concepts and promote
democratic governance; they strengthen scientific research and promote technology entrepreneurship
education; they intensify strategic planning, and catch up with and surpass the world's top universi-
ties; they continue to push ahead with educational internationalization, and focus on talent cultivation;
they spare no efforts to build first-class teaching faculty and cultivate elite talents with international
vision. The enlightenment of two universities in Singapore to the construction of" Double First-Class"
in China includes adhering to the development concept of" entrepreneurial' universities and shaping in-
novative entrepreneurial culture; formulating long-term strategic planning and introducing first-class
faculty; promoting internationalization and combining™ introducing’ with " going out" ; improving the
governance system and enhancing the governance capacity.

Key words: " Newly Formed' World-Class Universities; Singapore; National University of Singapore;

Nanyang Technological University of Singapore



