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(D2 The Journal of Curriculum Studies, Vo. 43, No 5, 2011 and Vol. 46, No, 3, 2014, two special issues on "Confucianism,

Modernization and Chinese Pedagogy".
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GU Mingyuan and Comparative Education in China

Ruth HAYHOE

(University of Toronto, Canada)

Abstract: Gu Mingyuan is one of important founders of Comparative Education in modern China. He
demonstrated, in remarkable ways, how this field could serve to transform a national education system. In the
early days of China’ s reform and opening up, based on a Marxist perspective, GU developed a classic comparative
analysis of the relationship between educational reform and economic development in Western countries, He pointed
out that modern production requires the all-round development of human beings and that this is a universal law
applying to both capitalist and socialist societies. He first devoted himself to studying how Chinese education could
learn from the modernization experience of other countries, and then put great emphasis on selectively reviving
China's own cultural traditions in order to support China's modernization goals. He also encouraged Chinese
education scholars to probe the cultural foundations of their own educational traditions, so they could identify and
articulate to the world the strengths of their own cultural heritage.
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