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On the Study of Religion with an Integral
View of the Chinese Culture

Lou Yulie

Abstract: Religious culture is a very important aspect of human culture. We should think
of religion education as a very important part of human education, or as a basic education. In
elementary school, it could be National Education and in the university, you can call it General
Education. The great educator Mr. Cai Yuanpei believes that the “Ethics of religion ”
“philosophy of religion” and “aesthetic education of religion” point to the fundamental position
of education, which is to guide human nature towards truth and beauty. There are various ways
to study the cultural phenomenon of religion. In the western religious concept, “sanctity” and
“secularization” are separated, while Chinese religion is characterized by “human sanctity ”
and “life style”. Therefore, it is not applicable to study Chinese religions with some simple
concepts of western religious teaching. The formation of each kind of religious culture is
inseparable from its whole cultural characteristics. To understand the religious culture of
China, we need to integrate it with the whole Chinese cultural background and cultural
characteristics.
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