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On the Possible Turn of Comparative Education Research in China
——Analysis Based on the Three Elements of Knowledge Production

MA Jiansheng, SHI Chenchen

(Institute of International and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract:

education research in China has reached the tipping point of turning: The new stage of education development and

From the perspective of the three elements of knowledge production, the current comparative

the new strategy of national development both have new demand for comparative education knowledge, which makes
the turning urgent. The maturity of knowledge accumulation and the diversity of practical application of comparative
education research methods have makes the tuning feasible. And the growth of number and the improvement of
quality of comparative education research teams have also guaranteed the possibility of turning. In addition, these
three forces are driving the following turning of comparative education research in China: First of all, the research
purpose and functional orientation will be adjusted to "producing education theory" and "serving national strategy".
Then, the research technology route will be changed to carry out real literature research and field study. Lastly,
the cultivation of researchers will be transformed to focus on the diversity of foreign language and the training of
research methods. If these turnings are successfully realized, they will have important epochal significance: Firstly,
helping comparative education research get rid of the "discipline crisis" and regain its new life. Secondly, guiding
the scientific development of education policy formulation and education reform practice. Thirdly, providing reliable
knowledge consulting services for national development strategy.

Key words: comparative education in China; research turn; knowledge production
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