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An Analysis of Japanese Comparative
Educationalist Professor Toru Umakoshi s
Thoughts on Area Educational Studies

ZHANG Dewei

(Institute of International and Comparative Education , Northeast Normal University,

Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Professor Toru Umakoshi is a well-known comparative educationalist in Ja-
pan. He has established a theoretical system of comparative education with his own charac-
teristics. The idea of area education studies is an integral part of it. Professor Toru Umako-
shi, starting from the present situation of Japan’s comparative education in the 1990s, criti-
cized the traditional "foreign education studies" paradigm and the problems in the method-
ology of Asian educational studies in Japan. By using the theory of "area studies" and an-
thropology , he advocated to enrich and strengthen the "area studies of education" and intro-
duced the methodology of "area studies" into comparative education ; He also discussed how
to carry out "area studies" of education; the relationship between "area studies" and "com-
parative education studies" and other major issues, thereby put forward a series of theoreti-
cal viewpoints on area educational studies, and constructed the methodology of comparative
education with his own characteristics—the theory of "three stages and five steps". Professor
Toru Umakoshi advocated the idea of area educational studies, especially the construction
of comparative education methodology. He had made prominent contribution for compara-
tive education theories in Japan .

Key Words: Professor Toru Umakoshi; foreign education studies; "area studies" of
education ; the relationship between "area studies" and comparative education ; the theory of

"three stages and five steps"
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