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Research on the Dissemination of Western Vocational Education

Theories in China since Modern Times
Ma Jun & Wang Yifei
(Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062 ,P. R. China)

Abstract: Since modern times, western vocational education theories have been introduced into China either by missionaries
sporadically or by people of insight actively. It has experienced three communication stages including sporadic introduction, Japan
as the intermediary and the United States as the blueprint. After sorting out the relevant documents and historical materials, it is
found that although the three stages show the characteristics of difference, unity and autonomy in communication motivation,
communication channels and communication subjects, they have brought important influence on the birth of Chinese vocational
education discipline, the ideological exchange and practical revolution. It enlightens that the dissemination of contemporary western
vocational education theories should be based on China’s vocational education practice, strengthen the training of high—quality local
vocational education researchers, and enhance the theoretical influence constantly.

Key words: the Republican period; western vocational education; China; dissemination
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