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Is It Necessary for Undergraduate Vocational Education to Focus
on Discipline Construction?
On the Value Implication of Vocational Discipline

Construction
HOU Changlin

Abstract: For a long time, China’s vocational education circle only talks about majors, not sub-
jects. While the appearance of the undergraduate vocational education makes vocational colleges
re—examine the value of vocational discipline construction. From the definition of teaching subject
theory, innovation activity theory, knowledge category theory, science branch theory, double form
theory, discipline is the objective existence of all level of vocational schools. The special value of
vocational discipline construction lies in the issuance of the vocational bachelor’s degree. The rea-
sons are as follows: (1) graduates of undergraduate vocational education must be required to obtain a
bachelor’s degree; (2) academic degree system is based on subjects rather than majors;(3) the grant-
ing of a vocational bachelor’s degree should focus on the construction of the corresponding vocation-
al discipline; and, (4) vocational discipline refers to the knowledge system formed around a certain

occupation. The universal value of vocational discipline construction to undergraduate vocational ed-
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ucation is mainly reflected in the following aspects: first, the important premise of professional con-

struction and promotion; second, an important way to raise the level of scientific research; third, an

important platform for teachers to improve their teaching and research; and fourth, a vital basis for

improving the level of social services.

Keywords: undergraduate vocational education; vocational discipline construction; value implica-

tion; special value; universal value
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