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Teacher Assessment Conceptions: Connotation, Relationship with

Assessment Practice and Differences
ZHANG Zhihong, LI Lingyan
(Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Teacher assessment conceptions serve as a filter and guiding framework that determine how to
select, construct and interpret assessment experience or information, and the assessment purposes for
. . . . , . .
assessment behavior. Regarding goal orientation, teachers’ conceptions of assessment include assessment for
promoting learning and accountable assessment. Due to teachers”’ social background and other factors, there is
a certain degree of inconsistency between teachers’ assessment conceptions and assessment practice.
Therefore, teachers’ assessment conceptions have cultural characteristics, leading to differences among
different teacher groups. Low-stake assessment countries prefer assessment for learning, and high—stake
assessment countries are more inclined to value assessment accountability. Therefore, it is necessary to
understand teachers’ assessment conceptions based on China’s cultural background, study the relationship
between teachers’ assessment conceptions and practice, and intervene in teachers " assessment conceptions to
2 .
promote the development of teachers’ assessment conceptions.
Keywords: assessment conceptions; assessment practice; assessment for learning; accountability assessment;

assessment culture
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