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Perspectives and Implications from Teacher Education in Singapore:
An Analysis Based on the “Teacher Development Model”

LI Xiao-hua' LI Yi-ru?

(1. Institute of Plateau Science and Sustainable Development , Qinghai Normal University ,
Xining , Qinghai,810008; 2.School of Education , Shannxi Normal University, Xi’an , Shannxi, 710062)

Abstract: Singapore has made great achievements in the field of teacher education, which is known
as “the cradle of teacher professional growth”. To cope with the educational challenges in the 21st cen-
tury, Singapore has developed a “teacher growth model” and constructed a multi-faceted diamond model
of “three foundations, four goals, and five characteristics”. The model is based on concepts, principles
and practices, and aims to cultivate four levels of student competencies: 21st century generic competen-
cies, 21st century emerging competencies, social and emotional competencies, and core values, with an
emphasis on nurturing five types of teacher traits: ethical educators, competent professionals, collabo-
rative learners, transformational leaders and community builders, emphasizing the holistic and continu-
ous nature of teacher education. The “Teacher Development Model” is a model for teacher education in
Singapore, and contains a wealth of wisdom for teacher training. A systematic study of Singapore’s
teacher education using this as a starting point will help to understand its success and inspire the direc-
tion of teacher education in China.

Key words: teacher growth model; teacher education; teacher development characteristics; Singa-
pore



