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The Logic Change in Reigniting the Research on Instructional
Leadership in Western Countries

Feng Daming

Abstract: During the early 1980, the term "instructional leadership" became increasingly popular in western
countries. Later, this research orientation faded out because of the fragmentation between its research and practice. Yet,
the research of instructional leadership was reignited in western countries by the force from the combination of
accountability policy, practical demands, and the progress of related research. The research logic, however, has been
changing in this recent rise of an increasing focus on the research theme of instructional leadership again. Namely, to
identify clear and substantial problems first, then being the research with regard to problem—solving orientation; to
understand practitioners” task and relevant situation from their positions and perspectives first, then yielding the research
outcomes in which the practical problems have been solved.
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