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From Understanding to Expectation:

Teacher Evaluation with Aesthetic Orientation
LIU Yan
(Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: The current technical rationality of teacher evaluation lacks concern for teachers’ experiences in
real and complex teaching situations and pays little attention to teachers’ teaching wisdom, emotional
experience, and free development. Therefore, a reform of technical rationality to realize the aesthetic
transcendence of teacher evaluation is of great significance to teachers’ professional and personal growth. The
teaching evaluation of teachers under aesthetic orientation is rooted in understanding the fusion of horizons of
the two ends of evaluation. It monitors teachers’ teaching practices through a four—step model of “observation—
hypothesis—dialogue—confirmation”. Evaluators must keenly perceive, examine, observe and appreciate the
beauty of teaching events and teaching activities based on experience so that teachers can increase their
initiative in rich aesthetic enjoyment. Also, they must make rational judgments in the process of appreciation
to achieve the regenerative educational value of classroom teaching through educational criticism. In the end,
inter—subject communication will be deepened and sustainable between the two sides of evaluation by
involving evaluators and stressing the expression of teaching expectations, thus ultimately demonstrating the
positive value of teacher evaluation.
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