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A Comparative Analysis of Psychological Representation of

TOA of Pre—service English Teachers with Different English Levels
XU Xian-jia OU YANG Hu hua
(School of Foreign Languages.Hanshan Normal University,Chaozhou.Guangdong,521041;
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou.,Guangdong,510420)

Abstract: With the analysis of the think-aloud materials of two groups of pre-service English teach-
ers with different English levels in English reading, this study compares the differences in their tolerance
of ambiguity (TOA) process and psychological performance. According to Ehrman’s distinction of the
three operation levels of TOA., through statistics and comparison of the psychological performance in
the three levels of intake, tolerance of ambiguity proper and accommodation in the reading process, it is
found that the low group has low scores in the reading test, and their TOA stays at the first and second
levels; The high group has a high score in the reading test, and their TOA quickly enters the second and
third levels, which proves that there is a positive correlation between TOA and English reading level
from a qualitative perspective.

Key words: pre-service English teachers; tolerance of ambiguity; psychological representation;

teacher cognition
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