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Why does Enterprise—led Vocational Education Exist in Germany
Comparison and Analysis of Several European Countries

Xu Chun, Xie Lihua

Abstract Enterprise plays an important role in vocational education in Germany. Compared with Germany, the enterprise—led
vocational education has always been marginalized in other European countries because of the premature suppression of the organization
of trade associations, the restraint of the state will on vocational education and the premature development of capitalist industrialization.
Through comparative research, German enterprise—led vocational education is the product of historical culture, institutional governance
and enterprise vocational education. Drawing on the German experience, Germany can provide inspirations for China to ‘explore the
apprenticeship system with Chinese characteristics and vigorously train technical skilled personnel’ by constructing a system that takes into
account the multi—interest system of vocational education, enhancing the governance status of trade association organizations in vocational
education, introducing social partner organizations within a reasonable scope, and shaping the belief of occupation and labor spirit in the
whole society.
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