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The Choice and Optimization of Policy Tools for Vocational

Education Reform in China
—A Quantitative Analysis Based on 23 Provincial Policy Texts

DENG Liang, LIU Huangmei

Abstract: This study takes the texts of vocational education reform policies promulgated by 23 provincial
governments in China as the object of analysis, and adopts the content analysis method to conduct quantitative
analysis in two dimensions: types of policy tools and elements of vocational education reform. The study finds that
current vocational education reform policies in China rely strongly on authoritative tools, and there are structural
biases in policy tools; they do not focus on the long—term benefits of vocational education reform, and policy tools
show an uneven distribution; and the matching between policy tools and vocational education reform work elements is
insufficient. Optimising the structure of policy tools, enhancing the balance of policy tools and improving the matching
of policy tools are important paths to improve the quality of Chinese vocational education reform policies.
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