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Digital Transformation of Vocational Education: Status Quo,

Problems and Countermeasures
Xibin HAN, Chengming YANG", Qian ZHOU
(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Digital transformation has become an important element of vocational education modernization and a focal point of
many. Driven by relevant national policies and reform projects, the digital transformation of vocational education has gained
remarkable achievements, including the improvement of digital infrastructure, the innovation of teaching and learning models
empowered by information technology, the development of teachers’ digital teaching skills, obvious developments of digital
governance system and governance model, as well as the optimization of the digitalization system and mechanism. The digital
transformation of vocational education in the new era, however, stills faces many challenges, for example, the low learning skills
and motivation of students, the need to enhance the integration between information technology and teaching, the emergancy of
updating the connotation and level of teachers’ digital teaching ability, the requirement of improving data—driven management and
service, the continuous demand for digital suppor, and the enhancement of digitalization system and mechanism. Therefore,
vocational education needs to take a series of measures to improve the development level of digital transformation during the 14th
Five—Year Plan period, including strengthening the strategic understanding of the digital transformation, establishing a rational
development concept of the digital transformation, and developing effective and applicable strategies for the digital transformation.
Among them, the key tasks and measures of the digital transformation cover six aspects: Firstly, it shall reshape the concept of
technological learning in the information age and establish the concept of lifelong learning; secondly, it shall innovate the teaching
mode and promote the digital transformation of teaching in an all-round way; thirdly, it shall enhance teachers’ innovative ability
in digital teaching to meet new requirements; fourthly, it shall promote the digital transformation of management and service, while
enhancing the modernization of governance system and governance capability; fifthly, it shall upgrade the basic supporting
infrastructure for digitalization, to create a new digitalized environment for vocational education; sixthly, it shall improve the digital
system and mechanism to ensure the expected development of digital transformation.

Keywords: Digital transformation; Vocational education; Education informatization; Development status; Countermeasures
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