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Reaching the Same Goal by Different Routes: the Path and Significance of YANG Changji’ s and

XU Teli’ s Teacher Career Transformation

JIANG Chunjiao
( Department of Education East China Normal University Shanghai China 200062)

Abstract: Yang Changji and Xu Teli were rural school teachers in their early years. They belonged to grassroot class and
were busy with their livelihoods. They experienced different types of transformation of their teacher careers in the education—
al reform in the late Qing Dynasty. Yang Changji was admitted to study abroad with official fees when the new policy of ad—
vocating learning was inaugurated. He studied in Japan and the United Kingdom changing from a traditional scholar to new
type of intellectual; Xu Teli changed from an old scholar to a new type of teacher and school operator through self — study
and short — term training in the normal school. In the early years of the Republic of China the two both were teachers of
cultivating teacher involved together in the devotion to nurturing the younger generation and were called youth mentors.

Through the change of identity Yang Changji and Xu Teli successfully realized the counterattack in life by growing from
grassroots school teacher to the famous educators in the history of modern Chinese education. Their examples reflect that the
educational reform not only puts forward new requirements on the teaching profession but also provides new opportunities
for the development of teachers. Only by adapting to the times and taking the initiatives can we achieve life transformation
and career achievement.
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