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On an Evidence—Based Education Policy :
A Reality—Based Problem in a Necessity—Based Topic

Xue Eryong, Li Jian & Tian Shixu

Abstract: Evidence—based inquiry is required in the urgent scientific educational decision-making, the modernized
educational governance, and the innovative development of educational policy research, and serves as a reality—based
strategy for the necessity—based topic in educational policies. Evidence-based education policy research indicates
theories, tools, methods and techniques through which we follow evidence to clarify the policy agenda, formulate the
policy, implement it, and adjust its whole process. We need to use the best evidence to analyze an educational policy,
and enhance its explanatory power, predictive power and evaluative power. Evidence—based education policy research
shoulders the tasks of constructing concepts, classifying evidence, judging the value, and supporting decision—making.
As a new interdisciplinary research, it probes into the classification of evidence in the life cycle of educational policies,
and the determination and application of the best evidence. In the new era, when we are building a powerful country in
education, the approaches to the high—quality promotion of evidence—based education policy research include promoting
interdisciplinary research, enriching the sources of evidence, and laying a good foundation for evidence judgment;
evaluating, classifying and grading educational evidence, and providing conditions for evidence selection; improving the
quality of educational evidence, establishing chains of evidence, and creating channels for the use of evidence; and using
big data technology to build an educational database, and establishing a mechanism for evidence sharing.
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