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Abstract: The system of “preparatory student” for doctoral students is a useful supplement in
selecting high-quality students and an important measure to improve the system for the selection of
doctoral students in China. Through the analysis of the policy texts of four universities, this paper has
found common characteristics in the selection of doctoral students, such as more emphasis on the
recommendation of exam-free students, excellent academic performance as “entry qualification”,
scientific research achievements as “extra points”, and more emphasis on the process. In order to
efficiently select innovative talents for PhD, it is recommended to “improve the quality of training” as
the goal. We propose to optimize the implementation of the “preparatory student” system for doctoral
students in terms of selection mechanism, curriculum mechanism, incentive mechanism and assessment
mechanism.
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