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The Psychoanalysis of Educational Policy: Why Is It Necessary, How Is It Possible

ZHONG Cheng

(Department of Educational Administration and Policy, The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong 999077)

Abstract: The psychoanalysis of educational policy has been an emerging field of critical educational policy
study. Drawing on the Lacanian psychoanalysis theory, the psychoanalysis of educational policy argued that policy
sciences and sociology of educational policy have confused the "ontic" and "ontological" of the politics, and failed
to get rid of the instrumental rational hypothesis of policy. The psychoanalysis of educational policy points out
that politics is an empty signifier in the ontological level, and educational policy serves the ontological operation
of politics by outlining the ideal education. Because of the impossibility of politics at the ontological level, it is
impossible for educational policy to grasp and reach the ideal education as a whole. Therefore, the psychoanalysis
of educational policy advocates that we should pay attention to the non—instrumental aspect of educational policy,
and turn our attention from seeking better solutions to policy subjects' self-liberation in real and daily policy
practice. As regards to analytical method, the psychoanalysis of educational policy concentrates on the discourses
of master, university, hysteric and analyst and combines policy critic with subject emancipation. The psychoanalysis
of educational policy overcomes the shortcomings of the traditional critical study that simplifies the complexity of
policies and is limited by temporal and spatial situations.

Key words: educational policy; psychoanalysis; Lacan; the ontology of policy; discourse interpretation;

critical research
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