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Realistic Difficulties and Breakthrough Paths for

Vocational Colleges in Transformational Development

Shao Jiandong, Wei Qing, Wang Ruimin

Abstract: With the economic and social development and the industrial transformation and upgrading in new era, significant
changes have occurred to the external environment of higher vocational education. New requirements for transformational de-
velopment of vocational colleges have been raised by various stakeholders such as governments, colleges, industries and enter-
prises. However, influenced and restricted by various factors, vocational colleges are still confronting many difficulties in
their transformational development, such as the lack of characteristics in vocational education types, the incompatibility of
Western vocational education models, the education monotony under the administrative leadership as well as the college differ-
entiation under project— driven policies. Therefore, vocational colleges need to accelerate the transformational development
and upgrading according to their own educational foundation and the regional economic and social development. Vocational
colleges should fully demonstrate their own strengths and adapt to the new requirements of high — quality development by
strengthening the characteristics of vocational education types, condensing the characteristics of Chinese vocational education,
highlighting the regional characteristics of industries and accumulating school— running characteristics.
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