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The Historical Institutionalist Orientation and
Action Path of Educational Policy Research

QI Zhan-yong, YAN Li-yuan, WANG Peng-wei

(Faculty of Education, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi‘an, Shaanxi, 710062, China)

Abstract; Historical institutionalism is both an important school of neo-institutionalist political science and the main analytical paradigm of empirically

based contemporary political science. The research of education policy-oriented by historical institutionalism presents the basic characteristics of returning to

historical facts, which is both objective and comprehensive, with the interpretation of the policy process as the key, highlighting the diachronic and syn-

chronicity , taking the cracking of the policy network as the driving force, and containing the basic characteristics of depth and guidance. The action path of

historical institutionalist education policy research includes mainly outlining the historical context of policy change, clarifying the dynamic and hindering

factors affecting policy change, and foreseeing the future rational choices of policy change. The value implication of the historical institutionalist orientation

of education policy research aims to broaden the theoretical basis and research ideas of the discipline construction of education policy, conform to the re-

quirements of the times of social science research and education development, promote the deep integration of education policy research and education poli-

cy practice, and ultimately help the standardization and localization of the comprehensive orientation of education policy research.

Key words: educational policy research; historical institutionalism; policy change; path dependence; dynamic mechanism
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