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Promoting the adjustments and optimizations of the scale structure of

higher vocational majors
—Inspirations and suggestions based on comparative analysis between China and the United States

Yang Zhenjun, Yang Xiaomin
(Institute of Higher Education Science, Beijing Academy of Education Science, Beijing, China 1000362;
Institute of Chinese Education Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China 100875)

Abstract: It is the inherent requirement of the sustainable development of higher vocational education to promote
major adjustment and structure optimization under the background of expanding enrollment. This paper reviews the
background of the reform and development policy of higher vocational education in China and the United States and
matches the corresponding relationship between the two countries' major setting. With a comparative analysis of the
major structure and scale, it shows that the major configuration of higher vocational education in these two countries
is closely related to economic and social development, and that the adjustment of the major structure scale presents
both a common trend and respective characteristics. Combined with requirements of the new round of expanding
enrollment and quality improvement of higher vocational education, referring to the changes in the scale and structure
of higher vocational majors in the United States with the community college education system as the carrier, the study
is carried out to promote the optimization and adjustment of the major configuration of China's higher vocational
education system based on the study of the supply and demand situation of Chinese labor market. It proposes to focus
on the tertiary industry related majors, to consolidate and strengthen manufacturing majors, to prudently expand
specialties such as agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery, finance and commerce, to appropriately
expand civil engineering, transportation and other majors, and to actively promote major diversification and strengthen
specialty connotation construction.

Key words: expanding enrollment of higher vocational education, major configuration, community college
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