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The Institutional Logic of Policy Changes in Higher Education
Revitalization in Central and Western China:Based on the
Analysis of Historical Institutionalism

LI Su — min, MI Zhi — xu
(Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387 , China)

Abstract : The national policies of revitalizing higher education in central and western China have gone through three stages since
2001 ; fragmentation policy, integration policy and “hematopoietic” strategic layout. From the perspective of historical institutionalism
the government decision — making, the background of economic development, and the restriction of traditional thinking of “western con-
sciousness” are the important influencing factors of policy change. Restricted by the mechanism of “increasing returns” and “system
locking” , policy changes have obvious path dependence. The first proposal of the “Higher Education Revitalization Plan of Central and
Western China” in 2010 and the introduction of its upgraded version in 2017 are the key points of policy changes. To some extent, pol-
icy changes have promoted the overall strength of colleges and universities in central and western China. At the same time, guiding the
central and western universities in the development of ideas to achieve a change.

Key words : higher education in central and western China;policy change ; historical institutionalism



