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Exploration and New Ideas of Ideological and Political Education in the Open University:
Improving Teachers’ Ideological and Political Education Ability and Awareness

LI Yumeng

Abstract: In March 2019, General Secretary Xi Jinping emphasized the importance of ideological and political
theory courses when presiding over a symposium for teachers of ideological and political theory. The unique
school-running form and academic characteristics make such education increasingly important in open universities.
Ideological and political education depends on the cultivation and improvement of teachers’ ideological and political
education ability and awareness. In this research, the literature on ideological and political education in the open
university from 2001 to 2021 collected by CNKI Chinese journal full-text database was used for visual analysis with
CiteSpace 5.8.R1 software. Through analysis of indicators such as the number of published papers, major research
institutions, principal investigators, co-occurrence, clustering of keywords in the past 20 years, this research paper
explored the sequence, hotspots and trend of ideological and political education in the open university in China.
Based on the status quo of ideological and political education in the open university, the following suggestions are
given to enhance the ideological and political education capabilities and consciousness of open university teachers:
upholding and acting on the principle of fostering character and civic virtue, establishing a long-term commendation
and evaluation mechanism for the professional ethics of teachers, and strengthening ideological and political theory
learning to enhance the ability of teachers’ curriculum ideology and politics.

Keywords: open university; ideological and political education; literature visual analysis; professional development

of teachers
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