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The Development Process, Characteristics and Enlightenment of Vocational
Education in Ancient China from the Perspective
of Technology Inheritance

XTAO Hua-yi, GONG Jing
(Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410000, China)

Abstract: Ancient Chinese vocational education, which was mainly based on handicrafts, agriculture and commerce, created a
skill society in an atypical sense during the time of social production, and promoted the great dissemination and innovation of
production technology. “Taking the history as a mirror to know the rise and waste”. By sorting out the development phases of
ancient vocational education in China, it was found that it could be divided into four periods: germination, development, matu-
rity and decline. The study found that China’ s ancient vocational education presented the following characteristics in the inher-
itance of technology: to pursuit of lofty vocational education spirit and moral model as the purpose of education; to take the fo-
cus on vocational skills training and skills practices as the content of education; to see the “non-schooling” mentor-apprentice
teaching and skill transmission among family members as educational methods; to regard the implementation of action-oriented
and livelihood-oriented practices as educational philosophy. In this way, the eternal elements and shining cores are excavated to
modernize, in order to continuously promote the construction and reform of the modern vocational education system and promote
the high-quality development of vocational education.

Key words: ancient vocational education; historical evolution; modernization of vocational education; technology inheritance
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