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Natural Law, Ritual Respect and Past Reverence
- On Traditional Origin of Liang Shiqiu’s Literary Theory and Criticism

SHI Xibin
(School of Literature and Media, Lingnan Normal University, Zhanjiang, Guangdong Province 524048)

Abstract: Liang Shigiu (1903-1987), a “New Moon” literary theoretician, constructed his theory
trinity — theory of prudent morality, theory of reasonable emotion and theory of literary discipline -
based on the theory of human nature. Both his literary theory and criticism, therefore, show prudence,
conservativeness, restraint and discipline. Although directly influenced by ideas of neo-humanists like Ir-
ving Babbitt, Liang’ s theory, when examined in depth, can be traced back to traditional Chinese literary
theory and culture. For example, his advocacy of natural law, ritual respect and past reverence is in con-
formity with Confucianism and neo-humanism, as both demonstrate inheritance and innovation of tradi-
tion.

Key words: Liang Shiqiu (1903-1987); tradition; theory of prudent morality; theory of reasonable
emotion; theory of literary discipline
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