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A Model of Curriculum Theory with Chinese Manner: The Methodological Characteristics

and Practical Significance of “Chen Xia’ s Principles”

Yang Sigeng
(Shanghai Academy of Educational Sciences, Shanghai 200032, China)

Abstract: Mr. Chen Xia, whose curriculum theory can be referred to as “Chen Xia’ s
principles”, is a pioneer and founder of modern curriculum theory in China. “Chen Xia’ s
principles” include three levels (the theoretical basis of curriculum compilation, the basic principle
of curriculum development and the process analysis of curriculum development) and two
dimensions (theoretical dimension and practical dimension). In the curriculum theory with Chinese
manner, Mr. Chen Xia has found a path of curriculum research with “Chinese atmosphere”
“Chinese temperament” “Chinese tolerance” “Chinese spirit” and “Chinese flavor”. “Chen Xia’ s

i

principles” is a lively curriculum theory, which shows not only the spiritual vitality of the
theoretical creator, but also the publicity of the spiritual vitality contained in his era. It still has
strong practical significance for today. “Chen Xia’ s principles” is a precious heritage that Mr.
Chen Xia has given to Chinese curriculum theory and practice, and a precious treasure that China
researcher has contributed to the world curriculum theories.

Key words: Chen Xia’ s principles; Chinese manner; modern curriculum theories;

curriculum principles; methodological characteristics
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