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A Comparative Study on the Enroliment and Examination System of
Vocational Education in UK and US

SUN Tingyu, QI Yue, LI Zheng

Abstract: The vocational education systems of UK and US are complete and distinctive, and their vocational
education enrollment and examination systems are worthy of research and reference in China. Taking the enrollment
and examination systems of vocational education in the UK and the US within the school system as the research
object, a comparison was made between the enrollment and examination systems of secondary and higher vocational
education in the UK and the US. A comparative analysis was conducted on the enrollment institutions, student
sources, admission conditions, admission procedures, academic system, tuition fees, examination institutions,
examination types, and examination contents, and the commonalities, individuality, and reasons for the formation
of their respective enrollment and examination systems were summarized. Based on a comparison of vocational
education enrollment systems in the US and the UA, it is believed that there are four points worth learning: the
vocational education examination and enrollment system should match the development model and educational system
of vocational education; the construction of a sound national qualification framework and qualification certificate
system should be accelerated; the separation of enrollment and examination should pay attention to balancing the
relationship between school autonomy and national overall planning; teaching students according to their aptitude and
conducting classified recruitment exams, to enrich the content and format of the recruitment exams.

Key words: vocational education; enrollment system; examination system
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