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A Comparative Research of Zhang Jian’s

and Lu Zuofu’s Views and Practices on Vocational Education
TANG Jing—song
(School of Art and Design, Nantong Vocational University, Nantong 226007, China)

Abstract: Zhang Jian and Lu Zuofu are both pioneers and founders of vocational education in China. Based
on historical materials, a comparative analysis is conducted on their vocational education views and practices.
It is proposed that both of their vocational education perspectives originate from Chinese traditional culture
and draw on Western experience; the ultimate goal is to save the country, but they hold different
characteristics in the paths of vocational education to save the country, the structure of vocational education
system, and the ecology of vocational education development. Zhang Jian’s concept of dual development of
vocational education and basic education has a strategic height and is suitable for the cultivation of middle
and senior technical and skilled talents, while Lu Zuofu’s vocational education with the goal of vocational
employment is highly practical and suitable for the training of primary and intermediate technical workers.
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