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Comparison of Vocational Education Financing Mechanism among United States, Germany and Japan and
Enlightenment to China

Nian Yan, Pan Jianlin

Abstract In the financing and funding mechanism for vocational education, the United States has formed a diversified financing
mechanism led by the federal government. Germany has established a financing mechanism based on the government and enterprises “dual
subjects” . And Japan has formed a financing mechanism with a government appropriation as the leading and with private financing as the
supplementary. Through the comparative analysis of the financing mechanism for vocational education among three countries, it is found
that they have established a sound legal system, fully safeguarded the role of the market, clarified the administrative and financial rights
of governments at all levels, determined the proportion of funds investment and the appropriation criteria according to law, established
a more comprehensive student funding system, strongly support the development of private education, and encourage social donations.
By absorbing the experience of the three countries, it is suggested that China should carry out reforms from the aspects of constructing a
diversified funding and financing mechanism, focusing on the role of market, improving the student funding system, improving the legal

system for the investment in vocational education, and establishing an accountability mechanism for performance evaluation.
Key words vocational education; financing mechanism; United States; Germany Japan

Author Nian Yan, lecturer of Yiwu Industrial and Commercial College (Yi wu 322000); Pan Jianlin, professor of Yiwu Business and
Technology College

VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION | 73



