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Analysis of Similarities and Differences of Vocational Education Reform Policies between China and United States
in the New Era
Based on Perspective of Policy Tools

Li Renjie, Wang Yan

Abstract Vocational education reform, as the basic means of vocational education modernization, plays an important role in optimizing
the support of human resources and serving the economic and social development. Based on the perspective of policy tools, this paper
makes a quantitative analysis of The National Plan for Implementation of Vocational Education Reform and The Strengthening Career and
Technical Education for the 21st Century Act, which are the policy documents of vocational education reform in China and the United
States in the new era, and compares the similarities and differences. It is found that under the three policy dimensions, there are many
similarities and differences between China and the United States in vocational education reform. In a word, both China and the United
States have the common problem of internal structural imbalance of vocational education reform policy tools, while China has the individual
problem of external structural imbalance of vocational education reform policy tools. And further identify China's vocational education
reform policy tools on the use of four types of issues. Drawing on the relevant experience of the use of policy tools in the United States, this
paper puts forward some policy recommendations, such as adjusting and optimizing the overall layout of policy instruments, balancing the

allocation of environmental policy tools, optimizing and debugging supply policy tools, and focusing on adding demand policy tools.
Key words vocational education reform; policy text; policy instruments; optimization and innovation

Author Li Renjie, postgraduate of Yunnan Normal University (Kunming 650500); Wang Yan, postgraduate of Yunnan Normal
University

VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION | 79



