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An Analysis of Japan’s Basic Education Reform Patterns of Early 21st Century

——Based on the Perspective of Decentralization

Wang Guohui

(Tianjiabing Educational College of Education, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian Liaoning 116029)

Abstract: Since Japan’s economy entered bubble period in the 1990s, with the dramatic changes in Japan’s

politics and economy, institutional tiredness of School education started to appear. The promotion of edu-

cation decentralization and autonomy in local areas and schools became the target of Japan’s education re-

form. The independent education practices from different districts, such as the democratic development

model with self-discipline in Inuyama City, the joint-participation patterns in Tosa City, and the market-

based new public management mode in Tokyo, have made substantial progress in Japan’s basic educa-

tion.

Key words:Japan; decentralization; basic education reform; mode
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