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From Topic to Problem: Reflection on Research Methodology of Education
Deng Meng Zhu Zhiyong

(School of Pedagogics,Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875,China)

Abstract: This paper analyzes the definition and contents of topic and problem related to educational

research design. It concludes that topics are defined as a general recognition or vague ideas about a specific

research phenomenon or felt~difficulty and it lays a solid foundation for further refinement and focus. However,

the research problem or question refers to clear and definite identification of the difficulty existing in the

research context. Topics usually mean the beginning of the research, and it needs to be narrowed down to be

some specific and clear research problems. The paper also discusses practical techniques and strategies for

refining research questions from topics.
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Cultural Consciousness and Chinese Basic Education
Yan Yajun
(College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou ,Zhejiang 310028,China)

Abstract:Culture is the foundation of education. Educational change involves some cultural change

inevitably. It can be said that educational reform is one kind of fundamental cultural change . There are different

cultural characteristics of the reform of basic education in both China and United States,therefore, Chinese basic

education reform can only be a change on the basis of its’ own culture. It is necessary to have “cultural

consciousness” in the reform and never transplant but draw from others’ experiences and it is advisable to

analyze and study American culture,to reflect and inherit our traditional culture in our education reform.

Key words: cultural consciousness; Chinese basic education reform
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