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Religious Reform in Germany and Three Political Forces

WEI Shuang-shuang
( Xiangtan University , Xiangtan 411105 ,China)
Abstract: The religious reformation in the 16™ century is one of the greatest ideological

liberation movements in human history. The Reformation first broke out in Germany, and

quickly spread to other countries and regions, which brought huge influence to the whole

world. The special historical background and historical conditions chose Germany as the first

place for this movement. In the whole process of German reformation,the Pop, emperor and

vassals,as three big political powers, had intense relationship with the Reformation. The

Pope was firmly opposed to religious reform while the Holy Roman emperor also hindered the

further development of the Reformation. Only the protestant governors actively supported the

movement. Since the three political forces had different attitudes to the Reformation ,the Re-

formation of the three political forces also had different effects.

Key words:religious reform in Germany ;magisterium ;imperial power;the vassals



