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The Dilemma and Future of Chinese Classics

CHEN Hong-jie

Abstract: Chinese Classics, which has been in conflict with modern western disciplinary system
nearly one century, is discussed in this paper from the perspective of academic administration. There are
two opposed viewpoints on whether Chinese Classics can be partially or completely brought into western
disciplinary system. Chinese Classics is in actual predicament because of three facts. Firstly, Chinese
Classics is impeded by its dismembered concepts. Secondly, western disciplinary system is one of our
fundamental systems, which is difficult to reverse. Thirdly, the current subject administration system is
so rigid to make the two former facts in stalemate. But from the prospects, Chinese Classics or other
new disciplines will win flexible development space and get out of dilemma once the current inflexible
disciplinary system become flexible.
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