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The Traditional Chinese General Education and Its Problems: A Knowledge Perspective

CHEN Hong-jie
(Graduate School of Education , Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract; This article proposes an analytical framework which distinguishes three kinds of knowl-
edge: general knowledge, academic knowledge, and professional knowledge. Based on the analytical
framework, the article identifies three characteristics of China’s traditional education, namely, the unity
of general education and ideology, the unity of general education and professional education, and the u-
nity of general education and academic knowledge. The ideological model of general education played a
dominant role in higher education in ancient China, which inhibited the development of academic knowl-
edge and professional knowledge.
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