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Rational Inquiry on the Construction of Modern Vocational
and Technical Education System

Jiang Dayuan

Abstract: There are three basic issues that must be grasped for constructing the modern vocational and technical
education system based on the in—depth study on the nature and the law of vocational and technical system. The first issue
is the connotation of skill education and technology education. Skill and technology are associated and interactive.
Technological advances will enhance the skills synchronously, which leads to with the technological development the
gradual ascending of the skills and training skilled personnel based on "increased action difficulty", namely the skilled
workers, masters and senior masters, and the gradual ascending of the techniques and training technical persons (another
modality of skill education) based on "increased knowledge content", namely the skilled workers, technicians and senior
technicians. So skill is the concept of type but not the concept of level. The second issue is the similarities and
differences between secondary vocational education and higher vocational education. Secondary vocational education and
higher vocation al education are the education with the same type but different levels. They will step—up with the law of
increasing skill requirements, from the secondary vocational education for cultivating the skilled persons based on
"experiential level" to the higher vocational education for cultivating the technical persons based on "tactic level". The
level is the space for the development of vocational and technical education. The third issue is that vocational education
and general education are equivalent. Vocational education and general education are the different types of education with
the same level. Vocational education for skilled persons has two and more learning fields and has the indispensable and
irreplaceable nature, which breaks through the fact of only one learning field in general education. Type is the basis for
the survival of vocational education.

Key words: vocational and technical system, skill education, technology education, secondary vocational
education, higher vocational education, vocational and technical education, general education

Author: Jiang Dayuan, senior researcher of Central Institute for Vocational and Technical Education of MOE
(Beijing  100029)

[FTHE% % =R ]



