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Public Life and Civic Education: The Connotation and Objective
of School Civil Education
LIU Tie-fang
(College of Educational Sciences , Hunan Normal University ,Changsha 410081, Hunan, China)

Abstract : As civic education is the basic topic of the contemporary education, we should trace to its source and clarify the
connotation and objective of the today’s scholastic civil education. In ancient Greek, the virtues of citizens are fully revealed in
the maturity of individual souls and the realization of the justice among the city states. In the Middle Age, the churches salvage
the soul by means of Christianity and advocate people to withdraw from the active political life. In the modern society, the
overemphasis on the individual freedom makes the virtues of citizens gradually equal to the right claim between individuals and
society as well as the undertaking of legal obligation, and thus leads to the gradual decline of the public life. So the
contemporary education should go back to its source and retrace the idea of civic education that individuals should practice self-
virtues in public affairs, and should also delicate itself to opening civil education with public life, to cultivating civil
consciousness in school life, and fostering the practical character of citizens. In this way, it can mould individuals into
tomorrow’s citizens, and let them take active part in public space and demonstrate the individual’ s practical character as
citizens in public life.

Key words : civic consciousness ; public life; civic education; school civic education
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