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Rediscovery of “Original Art”

PENG Zhaoyong

Abstract  “Original” has become a concept that is hard to define. And it is even more diffi—
cult to discriminate “original art” satisfactorily. Anthropology happens to have such an intimate
relationship with original art that it has become a most useful tool for dealing with the problem. It
is apparent that the study of artistic heritage cannot be separated from anthropology. This thesis at—
tempts to analyze original art from the perspective of anthropology in order to establish a more ra—
tional cognitive logic and rediscover with the help of the methodology of ethnography the charm
of “original art” in a new conlext.
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