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Harmonization of Higher Education in Africa:
A Study on the Development Process

TAO Jun-lang WAN Xiu-lan
Institute of International and Comparative Education Zhejiang Normal University Jinghua 321004

Abstract Harmonization of Higher education in Africa has close links with the mission of African integra-
tion the problems in African higher education system and the development of higher education harmonization in
other regions of the world. It have experienced three periods sprouting during pre-independence to the early
years after independence rising from 1980s to 1990s and flourishing at the early 21st century. In recent years
there are new trends on revising convention establishing African Qualifications and Credit Framework develop-
ing African Continental Quality Assurance Framework improving the use of ICT promoting research and so on.
Although it has the initial success harmonization of higher education in Africa is still facing many challenges
such as difficult coordination on education system unattainable guarantee of quality standard barriers on re-
sources sharing and weak joint on harmonization action. This process has unique characteristics including con-
sistent language and education tradition the largest number of organizations and focusing on capacity building.
China can consider adopting some programs to promote this process.

Key words Africa Harmonization of Higher education Qualifications and Credit framework educational
quality assurance



