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The Japanese Positivism History’s Dilemma and Way Out
On the Civilian Historians’ Challenge and the Duty of Historiography

Ding Nuozhou

Abstract; The Japanese academic historians have kept the rules of positivism since the very beginning. However, the
positivism history research method had already faced its own limitation; the academic historians can’t fulfill their duty
due to this reason. To mend this defect, the historian out of academic world has come into power. Their style of research
shows significant different from the academic historian, gradually taking over the place of the academic historians,
controlling the right of speech on the history-field, making a deep influence on the civilians’ history opinion. Neither the
academic historians nor the historians outside the academic world are perfect, though both of them can build a grace
future of the Japanese history research through learning each other’ s advantages. The only goal of all kinds of
improvement should be fulfill the duty of historians, namely ‘seeking the truth”, ‘ sharing knowledge with the civilians’
and ‘using the history’s wisdom to save the world.

Keywords: Japan; historian out of academic world;the responsibility of historians; positivism
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