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Family-Centered Practice Best Early Intervention for
Children with Disabilities

Shen Renhong
School of Education Science Chongqing Normal University Chongqing 401331 China

Abstract Early intervention has great benefits for children with disabilities their family and
community and society. With the transcendence from the medical model to the ecological model family-
centered practice has gradually replaced children—centered practice as the best practice of early intervention.
Family—centered early intervention focuses on family strengths and empowerment of family including three
core practice factors such as serving the whole family as a unit regarding family as the final decision-
maker in the service and constructing partnership between family and professional. Such practice is often
affected by the culture of the institute providing service to family professional s values and abilities and
other related factors. Cases in a wide range of practice have shown the effectiveness of family —centered
practice outcome —directed. To present kindergartens in China it’s more and more important to respect
family’s rights and abilities in children’s education. Kindergarten should do best to form equal
partnership with family and improve family’s participation in kindergarten education.
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