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A Neo-Positivist Appeal in Historiography
Zhao Yifeng

Abstract;: The possibility of historical knowledge has not been deconstructed by the currently popular theories
emphasizing the subjective nature of historical cognition. Historians can obtain reliable knowledge about the past relying
on the remains in text form or other.The ultimate standard to evaluate a historical study should only be the degree of
that study approached to the factual realty that one meant to clarify. The basic methodology established by Ranke
School and Chinese historians from Sima Guang to Qianjia School as well as the modern Chinese historiography is still
valid.Criticisms against historical Positivist methodology have mainly reflected the concerns about Western philosophy
and historiography without a full consideration of Chinese historiography. They pointed out some real problems of the
positivist historiography while contain some groundless opinions as well. The fundamental problems of the traditional
Positivist historiography is that.,while emphasizing the objectivity of historical studies,it failed to examine the process
with critical attitude in level of historical cognition. The post-modernist perspectives,on the other hand, revealed the
shortcomings of the Positivist historiography but failed to provide a sounder replacement. A Neo-positivist
historiography should accept the reasonable related criticisms since the nineteenth century,hold the basic standpoint of
based on evidences to clarify historical facts, be curious to all non-factual elements penetrated into historical studies,
avoid over explanation,reject theory and ideology determination,and defend the independence of history as a discipline
of scholarship.

Keywords: historical cognition;facts; post-modernism; positivism ; Neo-positivism



