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Searching for the Historic Logic of Pedagogy:
Reflections on the Study of History of Pedagogy

LIU Qing-chang

(College of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan., Shanxi, 030006, PRC)

[Abstract] The study on the history of pedagogy has become increasingly important in pedagogy field.
However, it is still in its infancy and mainly focuses on the interpretation of some specific figures in
education and their theories. These researches bear the characteristic of “extra-history” and ignore
studying the historical logic in pedagogy changes. Actually, these researches can be regarded as the
pedagogy research in its proper sense only when aiming at exploring its historic logic. Here the historical
logic does not mean that history is a subjective prearrangement, but an intrinsic principle in which all
things appear, grow, and develop. Based on relative literature review, this paper finds that in the
changing process of pedagogy history, there are two types of logic: The logic with the search for content
of “method—principle—regularity” and the logic with the search for aim of “for practice — for
knowledge”. These two types are mutually dependent and interactive. To search the historical logic in
pedagogy, in addition to the previous achievements, it is necessary to start with tracking down the
education cognition and reorganising the education thought.

[ Key words ] pedagogy; history of pedagogy; historical logic; “method—principle—regularity”; “for

practice—for knowledge”
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