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On the Deformations of Historical Nihilism to the Nation-State Identity and Their Addressing Strategies
HOU Liyu
(Department of Ideological and Political Theory, Zhengzhou University of Aeronautics, Zhengzhou
450015, Henan, China;School of Marxism , Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)
Abstract : The nation-state identity is established on the basis of history, culture, values and common ideals, which arouses
consistent and continuous collective memory and common imagination in the subjects. The repudiation of the modern Chinese
history by historical nihilists shrouds our cognition of “where are we from”. The debasement of national culture obscures our
cognition of “how should we be ourselves”. The vacuuming of common values confuses our cognition of “who are we”. The
denial of common ideals undermines our belief in “where will we go”. In order to solve these issues caused by historical
nihilism, we must discern the nature of historical nihilism, enhance the confidence in our culture, and boost our identification
with the core socialist values, thus eventually leading to the improvement of the identification with the nation-state identity.
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