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The Characteristics of Undergraduates” Learning
Engagement of Chinese Research—oriented University

—Based on the Comparison of 12 Research—oriented Universities in the World

Lv Linhai & Zhang Hongxia

Abstract: Through international comparison among 12 research—oriented universities in the world by SERU
Questionaire, it is found that the learning engagement characteristics of Chinese undergraduates are as follows: classroom
discussion is conservative, teacher—student interaction is not sufficient, learning habit is excellent, time devotion to the
inner—classroom learning is more and to the after—classroom learning is less, and the critical thinking and reasoning
activities are obviosly weak. Cluster analysis shows the similarities of learning engagement among the students from
China, Korea and South Africa. And the students from America and Europe share more common traits of learning
engagement. These findings verify the cultural influence on the students” learning behaviors. Further analysis also shows
that there is obvious difference between the above two cohort universities on the ideal learning engagement.

Key words: undergraduates” learning engagement, research—oriented university, cultural difference, thinking mode
and learning mode with high quality
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Exploration on Key Competencies

Li Yi & Zhong Baichang

Abstract: Key competencies should be defined in the context of basic education. Without regard to extension and
external characteristics, key competencies may be defined as three layers: the first layer is basic knowledge and skill in
basic education, the second layer is problem-resolving including basic method in the process of resolving problems, and
the third layer is discipline thinking which reflects the epistemology, methodology and axiology to understand and change
the world.

Key words: key competencies, discipline thinking, worldviews, methodology
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