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Analysis of the Macroscopic Approach to the Development of Lifelong Education in China

TANG Xiao-mneng/Guangzhou University

Abstract: There are three basic issues in the macroeconomic development of lifelong education in China: the relationship be—
tween the central government and the local government the unbalanced regional development and the relationship between the na—
tional education system and lifelong education. The solution to these three issues is the premise of building a lifelong education
system. The utilitarian objectives of the reform of the relationship between the central and local governments regional develop—
ment and the development of lifelong education provide the social basis and conditions for solving these three issues. Accordingly
the development of lifelong education in China will the following three macro paths: an interactive development model with the
central as the dominant and the local as the main body; a regional unbalanced harmonious development model with gradient shift—
ing from the west to the east; an integrated development model with educations at all levels gradually blending in the lifelong edu—
cation system.

Key words: lifelong education; lifelong education system; national education system; gradient shift
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