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Abstracts and Keywords of Major Articles

ZHENG He’s Voyages to the West and the “Kylin Diplomacy” in the Ming

Dynasty ( by ZOU Zhen-huan)

Abstract: When ZHENG He travelled to the West the Ming Dynasty greatly developed not only political and economic but
also cultural exchanges including the exchange of animals such as kylins( actually giraffes) with Asian and African nations.
ZHENG He’s voyages can be divided into two stages the first stage including the first three trips while the second the last four
trips. At the first stage he mainly visited the nations in Southeast Asia and South Asia while at the second stage he visited those
far in West Asia and East Africa. The maritime “kylin tributes” related to ZHENGs voyages roughly happened seven times at the
second stage. The later “kylin tributes” were also closely connected with voyages to the West. It was also said that the
geographical expansion of ZHENG last four voyages was directly related to “kylin tributes”. In contrast to a nations domestic
affairs  diplomacy is aimed to deal with foreign affairs by peaceful means such as dispatching missions to resolve disputes in order
to achieve the maximization of national interests. Emporer Yongle made foreign policies based on the diplomatic experiences of
previous dynasties and his own experiences in East Asia and consequently implemented them in the South China Sea and the West
at that time. Originally ZHENG was sent to find the missing Emperor Jianwen and to fight against the remnant rebellions but
later his voyages were gradually aimed to search for rare animals and precious native products protect the security of waterways
promote the national prestige in the South China Sea and establish diplomatic relations with non-vassal states. In the early Ming
Dynasty the consciousness of “fianxia” ( under Heaven) and the distinction between Chinese and barbarians were deepened via a
series of diplomatic ceremonies of “kylin tributes” which were not only performed for local natives but also politically served to
attract neighboring countries as well as the states in South Asia and East Africa to join the ally of the “heavenly sovereign” so as
to establish the central status of China in the tribute system in the Ming Dynasty.

Keywords: ZHENG He’s voyages to the West kylin giraffe kylin tribute  “kylin diplomacy”  supernatural animal
politics

The New Era and the Historical Mission of CPC in the New Era(Symposium)
( by QI Weiping LIU Jian-hui LIU Jing-bei WANG Yue
JT Yaguang GU Hongiang & WANG Zi—qi)
Abstract: As an important political judgment the statement that “socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a new
era” has profound philosophical implications while as a historical narrative it can be comprehended from three historic
perspectives respectively at grand middle and basic levels. As one of important theoretical contributions of the 19" CPC National
Congress the “four greats” based on the “new era” not only deepens the understanding of the historic mission of CPC( the
Communist Party of China) but also provides important theoretical foundation for upholding and developing socialism with Chinese
characteristics. As the summary of CPC’s historic mission in the new era the “four greats” embodies the general requirement of
seeking happiness for people. To understand the scientific connotations and basic requirements of the “four greats” in a
comprehensive and accurate manner we should figure out the relationship between general historic mission and concrete missions
at different historic stages the relationship between China’s great national rejuvenation and the historic mission of the proletariat
and other key theoretical issues. We should also pay attention to special practical issues such as establishing theoretical confidence
and understanding the strategy of the “great struggle” and the foundation of the “great project” based on the new characteristics
of the era.
Keywords: new era historic mission “four greats”

Strengthening the Overall Leadership of the Party and Comprehensively
Governing the Party with Strict Discipline: Theoretical Logics and Practical
Difficulties ( by YAO Huan)

Abstract: To ensure the overall leadership of the Party through comprehensively governing the Party with strict discipline
embodies the law of the modern construction of Chinese socialism and reflects the internal logic of the “four greats”. It would be
impossible to strengthen the overall leadership of the Party in the new era without comprehensively governing the Party with strict
discipline. High standards and drastic measures must be systematically and comprehensively applied in the entire process and all
aspects of strictly managing and governing the Party. We must make strictly governing the Party entirely function to improve the
Party’s leadership. We must create upright and honest political ecology to provide a sound environment for comprehensively
governing the Party with strict discipline. We must prevent the formation of interest groups to preserve the advanced nature of the
Party. We must prevent and eliminate various dual-character phenomena to eliminate blind areas of comprehensively governing the
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