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Dewey’s Conceptualization of Interest from the
Perspective of Relation and Growing

FAN Jie & LAN Yaguo
( School of Educational Science Hunan Normal University Changsha 410081 China;
XiangJun Future Experimental School Changsha 410100 China)

Abstract: This article shows that, different from strengthening partially on emotion and people’s
initiative, Dewey based his definition of “interest” upon the perspective of relation and growth, and
argued that interest is something inter-esse, which means it can connect two far-away things together
and that it is the signal and symbol of growth capacity, which can help us build an educational
picture about how to grow integratively in a real world. Dewey also claimed that interest is the
attitude toward new experience and thus an education of interest helps renew experiences. This
article clarifies the relationships of interest with other constructs, such as emotion, knowledge,
hardship, rewards and penalties, children-centered standpoint, and so forth.
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Tradition and Transcendence of
Philosophy in French high school

ZHAO Jing & CHEN Yuhua
( Institute of Curriculum and Instruction East China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China;

Changning Institute of Education Shanghai 200050 China)

Abstract: Philosophy is a typical curriculum in French high school. From the beginning, it
absorbed the essence of European classical philosophy and formed its own curriculum tradition which
attaches importance to philosophical thinking, and Philosophy always occupies the top place of all the
disciplines of high school and developed its own ways of curriculum practice and curriculum
evaluation, such as the concepts and the category, the questioning and disputations, the dissertation,
and so forth. During its development, Philosophy confronted the challenge of industrial revolution, the
massification and information age of education, but Philosophy always transcends all the difficulties
with the engine of the development of the trend of philosophical thoughts and curriculum development,
and it contributes to the French secondary education and formation of citizenship.
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